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The year 2020 shall be remembered for a global shut down caused by the COVID19 Pandemic, and the highlight for this year as an Organization is taking 

center stage is ensuring we understand the governance dynamics around this Virus on the socio-economic situation of the country  
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Foreword 

Uganda’s civic space has been on a decline in the past ten years, limiting the enjoyment of rights and freedoms and citizens 

participation in their governance. New legislations have been enacted to target non-state actors in the governance sector and human 

rights activists, and as a result many people have been tortured, arrested and severely assaulted, leaving permanent health damages for 

journalists, activists, opposition supporters and loss of property which is confiscated by security operatives. The music concerts by 

artists, whose sing conscience music, have been cancelled and yet several artists are rounded off and some are detained and denied 

their performing rights.  

During the process of amending constitution to remove age limit in 2017, CSO governance and human rights organizations were 

sieged by Police and their accounts closed by the Financial Intelligence Authority. The same acts are beginning to repeat themselves 

with the upcoming elections in sight. It’s important to note that during the 2016 elections, government created situation scenarios 

where citizens were living in fear and were being intimidated from expressing themselves, as a result, several shunned the election 

activity. All these are contributing factors that point to the bigger problem facing the civic space and the narrowing gap between 

government and the citizens. 

It’s important for civic actors’ stakeholders to coordinate the efforts and work together to safeguard the civic space in Uganda. The 

civil societies in governance have a role to play in identifying the civic issues to engage government and mobilize citizens to reclaim 

the civic space. This is to enable them participate and demand for their freedoms effectively in the democratic processes of the nation 

that will affect future generations. 

CSO leaders have continuous engagements with the NGO Bureau and ministry of internal affairs leadership on the issues concerning 

civic space but the trend continues in the negative line. Stakeholders in CSO leaders converged to share the shrinking civic space 

issues as an East Africa bloc where all countries noted the restrictive laws to crack down on their activities as a major threat.  

 

 

Sarah Bireete 

Executive Director 
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About Center for Constitutional Governance  

Center for Constitutional Governance (CCG) is a constitutional watchdog established to promote constitutional governance by 

building a centre that empowers citizens to fully enjoy their constitutional rights. CCG key programs include; Constitutionalism and 

Constitutional Literacy through Hope Initiative a university student’s programme, Reclaiming Civic Space, Social Justice Campaigns, 

Public Interest Litigation, Research and Documentation including citizen’s civic engagements. On human rights protection, CCG 

championed various court processes to challenge the unfair laws and regulations that contradict the constitution and shrink civic space 

in Uganda and organize several push back activities to reclaim civic space. 

Mandate: 

 

Making the Constitution a Peoples Document 

 

Vision: 

 

Building a center that empowers citizens to fully utilize their constitutional rights and obligations so as to participate in their 

governance, promote constitutional governance and defend the Constitution 

 

Mission: 

 

To promote constitutional governance through carrying out constitutional literacy campaigns and advocacy across East Africa 
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Partnership engagements 

Project implementation under Action Aid Uganda 

Background: 

The project sought to promote and increase youth participation in elections by creating civic awareness and implementing, youth 

focused interventions for increased young people participation in electoral related activities. The project further sought to make the 

citizen central in electoral cycles by petitioning courts of all for creation of provisions for recall of Members of Parliament (MPs) in a 

multi - party dispensation. 

Activities  

Implemented activities involved holding of online engagements on youths and elections using webinars and twitter chats as well as 

procuring legal services for research and litigation on provisions for the recall of MPs from Parliament; accreditation for election 

observation and training of election observers. 

Tweet chat held on 13h August 2020 on youth participation in elections: The specific objectives of the tweet chat were to: create 

awareness about special interest groups electoral rules and regulations; answer questions sorrounding the youth movement by the 

current National Youth Council leadership and challenges faced by youth in political participation. Panelists included Ms Oliver 

Mutesi - secretary for youth affairs at the NYC; Baala David, ANT Youth mobiliser for institutions of Higher Learning; Achom 

Rebecca, FDC youth leader and Mr. Saasi Marvin, Deputy team leader - People Power Youth Wing. 
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Meeting addressed the revised electoral road 

map including nomination of candidates for 

committees of village special interest groups 

comprising the elderly, persons with disabilities 

and youth will be conducted from July 29 to 

August 5 with elections that took place on 

August 11, 2020.  
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L-R: Masesa Demiano, Sarah Bireete, Achom Rebecca, Nnatabi 

Maria, Eyeru Jacob and Bwowe Ivan. Sharing a photo moment 

after the online conversation 

Tweet chat held on 3rd September 2020 on youth participation in politics with a special focus on special interest group elections. 

Panelists included Ivan Bwowe, Youth MP contestant for Central Region, Matanda Abubaker - Contestant for National Youth Council 

Chair (ant), Achom Rebecca Adile - Woman Candidate Nakawa Division, Jacob Eyeru - Contestant NYC Chair (NRM), Ms Nnatabi 

Maria Ledochowska from the National Unity Platform and Mr. Paul Bukenya from Electoral Commission. 



 
 

CENTER FOR CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNANCE ANNUAL REPORT 2020 

 

 

Tweet chat held on 18th September 2020 on implications of NRM primary 

elections on the upcoming 2021 general elections. Panelists included Hon 

Emmanuel Dombo, NRM Spokesperson; Ms. Perry Aritua, ED WDN; Mr. 

Joseph Ochieno, UPC and Mr. Paul Bukenya from Electoral Commission.  

Meeting addressed issues surrounding increased commercialization of 

politics and violence in elections, under the theme, ‘Implication of NRM 

primaries on the 2021 Elections’ held on 18th September, 2020 via ZOOM , 

due to the #COVID19 pandemic guidelines that encourage everyone to 

observe social distancing. The meeting was also streaming live on the CCG 

Facebook Page.https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=328108958512628  

During this meeting, a moderator – Ms. Rita Kanya guided the discussions 

with different questions which were responded to by the panelists; Hon. 

Emmanuel Dombo, Perry Aritua, Joseph Ochieno, Sarah Bireete. Twitter: 

#UgandaDecides202 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=328108958512628
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Project implementation under Open Society Initiative for East Africa (OSIE) 

Background  

Covid-19 situation report released by the Health ministry on 9/12/2020, shows we have accumulated 23,200 of Covid-19 cases and 

207 deaths. The Minister for Health on the 30th of September 2020 Jane Ruth Aceng received medical equipment worth USD 250,000 

to boost the COVID-19 response. Covid-19 equipment were procured by WHO Uganda. This equipment was supposed to be deployed 

at the regional referral hospitals across the country however there was no evidence that it happened due to poor accountability of the 

funds. Apart from this the ministry of health received more than one trillion Ugandan shillings towards the covid19 fight.  But to our 

dismay there has been little to no credible accountability of those funds. 

The Health ministry says the community cases have been reported in 40 districts so far, but Amuru and Kyotera districts are some of 

the most affected in addition to rising cases in Kampala, among the army and refugees. Experts link the increasing cases in the 

community to laxity among members of the public, poor hygiene practices and the onset of the political season. Dr. Henry Kajumbula, 

the head of Covid-19 prevention and control in the team of scientists, said most Ugandans have not taken the pandemic with required 

seriousness. 

During the national update, the experts decried actions of leaders, who are being sighted conducting political activities without 

observing prevention measures such as social distancing and wearing face masks. Recently we have seen the ministry calling to 

Ugandans to be more careful now that there have been fewer restrictions to the current nationwide lockdown. 
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On 22nd October 2020, 2:00pm-5:00pm, under the topic "Increasing 

#COVID19UG Community Infections amidst Re-opening of Schools and 

Elections, Is Uganda doing enough to control the Pandemic? This conversation 

can further be found on our Facebook page here: 

https://www.facebook.com/283248948381869/videos/392612195254591 

Dr. Mwebesa Henry- Director General of Health Services, Ministry of Health 

Dr. Ekwaro Obuku- Medical Doctor and Former President of Uganda Medical 

Services 

Dr. Monicah Musenero- Senior Presidential Advisor on Epidemics 

Dr. Phionah Atuhebwe- New Vaccines introduction officer at WHO 

Sarah Bireete- Executive Director Centre for Constitutional Governance  

Moderator: Ivan Okuda- Lawyer and Journalist  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/283248948381869/videos/392612195254591
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 The second Tweeter/Zoom Chat on 

accountability of #Covid19UGFunds held on 

2nd July, 2020.  

Panelists: 

Sarah Bireete - Executive Director of Center for 

Constitutional Governance;  

Arthur Oyako from Anti- Corruption Coalition 

Uganda; 

Mugobera Ronald from Civil Society Budget 

Advocacy Group, CSBAG;  

AngellaAssimwe CEO of The Voice Consults    

Ltd; 

Apollo kakonge Lee Western Ankole Civil   

Society Forum (WACSOF); 

Moderator: Canary Mugume, an Investigative 

Journalist at NBS TV;    

The #COVID19UG tweet chat comprised of questions, being asked by the moderator and the Panelists would respond to these 

questions via their twitter accounts. Contributions from the audience (other users of the Twitter platform) would also be accessed, 

using the hashtag #COVID19UG       
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The third engagement was on the spike in 

COVID 19 community cases in Uganda held 

on 28th August 2020 under the hashtag 

#COVID19UG 

Despite the efforts of the government of 

Uganda to fight the corona virus, we have 

witnessed more and more cases of community 

infections being reported in Uganda. With this 

background, we hosted a meeting about the 

spike in COVID19 community cases on 28th 

August, 2020, moderated by Canary Mugume. 

The zoom meeting comprised of both question and answer sessions and an interactive session where panelists commented on the 

different queries that arose during the meeting. A recording of this meeting is available on Center for Constitutional Governance 

facebook Page via https://www.facebook.com/CCGEA/videos/964485410694226/ 

Panelists included: Eliot Orizaarwa, Executive Director at Women and Girl Child Development Association;  Emmanuel Ainebyoona 

,Senior Public Relations Officer at Ministry of Health-Uganda; Sarah Bireete , Executive Director at Center for Constitutional 

Governance 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CCGEA/videos/964485410694226/
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Project implementation under Oxfam-Voice 

Background  

As Center for Constitutional Governance working in a consortium with Copyright Institute Uganda and The Human Rights Network 

for Journalists-Uganda ran a project on THE RECLAIMING CIVIC SPACE IN UGANDA for a period of a year.The Project on 

sought to empower human rights defenders/ civic actors (artists, activists, bloggers, and investigative journalists) to defend and protect 

Civic Space in Uganda. The target was to reach-out to activists/journalists/artists as actors in each of the regions with a gender balance 

perspective. The hot spots would where Kampala (Central), Gulu (North), Mbarara (West) and Mbale (East) as regional focal points. 

The project sought to enhance and achieve the coordination mechanism for citizens’ advocacy campaigns around protection of civic 

space and agenda-setting for civic engagements established, develop a digital platform for rapid response towards civic space 

incidences and timely reporting with geo reference developed, Strategic advocacy on media and copyright laws and their 

implementation as well as legal representation for civic space incidences conducted. 
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The Civic Space TV with the tagline, “Freedom Always” is created to provide a platform on which the Citizens of Uganda can engage 

and discuss ways through which Civic Space can be reclaimed. It is a safe haven to air out sentiments that are not permitted on the 

traditional 

television.https://www.facebook.com/pg/civicspacetv/about/?ref=page_internalhttps://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3FGqaiLnXgNq

1C_TeJCVeQ. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/civicspacetv/about/?ref=page_internal
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3FGqaiLnXgNq1C_TeJCVeQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3FGqaiLnXgNq1C_TeJCVeQ
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The objective of the TV television platform was to create content that empowers the general citizenry to reclaim the shrinking civic 

space through interviews and other forms of content creation and also to offer free and open space through which the general public 

can freely express their opinions on matters that affect them both positively and negatively. 

Good Morning Uganda – August 17, 2020 (CSTV 003) 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=723392805175613&extid=NKTLbww5mV6oAEa

J https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RtQ8JCL-nSI 

Good morning Uganda is an episodic show that focuses on the current affairs of 

Uganda. It is on Civic Space TV and hosted by Ms. Sarah Bireete. It is TV concept is 

derived from a series of tweets under the same name by Ms. Sarah Bireete on Twitter. 

In this episode, Ms. Bireete dives into the horrors of land grabbing in Uganda and how 

its effects on the general public. The biggest culprits of land are government officials 

and elites. The case study of this includes the demolition of Shimoni Primary School 

and the Ndeeba church. Good morning Uganda aspires to remind the government of its    

civic duty to mankind and the basic human rights of the people. 

 

 

 

 

    

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=723392805175613&extid=NKTLbww5mV6oAEaJ
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=723392805175613&extid=NKTLbww5mV6oAEaJ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RtQ8JCL-nSI
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  The Great Conversation - August 20, 2020 (CSTV 

004)  

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=300134901288

806&extid=JgvYtViU1w3bCzSw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YK7AEZSQR0c

&t=19s 

The great conversation was a webinar and social 

media live video conferencing. The purpose of this 

conversation was on the shrinking Civic Space, the 

role of Police and other Security forces in this 

shrinkage, the new Electoral Commission campaign 

guidelines in line with COVID19 SOPs among 

others. The panellists that participated in the great conversation included Andrew Karamagi, a lawyer and human rights activist, 

Racheal Wanyana, human rights activist, defender of women’s rights and a lawyer, Luke Owoyesigyire, Kampala Metropolitan Police 

Deputy Spokesperson and Sarah Bireete, a human rights defender and the Executive Director of Center for Constitutional Governance. 

It was moderated by Mildred Tuhaise, a news anchor with NBS Television. 

  

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=300134901288806&extid=JgvYtViU1w3bCzSw
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=300134901288806&extid=JgvYtViU1w3bCzSw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YK7AEZSQR0c&t=19s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YK7AEZSQR0c&t=19s
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 AngellahAsiimwe – August 21, 2020 (CSTV 005) 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=299143644709

453&extid=jo9RtIfAahvw2bHQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ePaCRp81rBA 

Angellah Asiimwe is a human rights activist and a 

lawyer. Her biggest civic space area of concentration 

is Civic Space and Women. With great concern, she 

voiced her concern on the brutal arrest of women 

activists by security forces and Police ignoring 

gender and reproductive health. She further spoke of 

sexual harassment by male police officers while 

arresting female activists. Angella’s appeal is for 

officers that commit these erroneous crimes be put to book and held accountable for their crimes against humanity. Angella’s 

interview was challenging members of the security organisations to act and fast as well as for the affected people to come out and 

expose these injustices. 

                  

               

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=299143644709453&extid=jo9RtIfAahvw2bHQ
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=299143644709453&extid=jo9RtIfAahvw2bHQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ePaCRp81rBA
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On the 5th of November center for constitutional 

governance hosted another series on the civic space 

issues relating to the proposed ban of the new 

coalition NEW-U.  We had a total number of 2,361 

tweet on the subject, 228 views on Facebook and 39 

participants on zoom. A copy of the video can be 

found using the following link   

https://fb.watch/1IHncTF_Hi/ 

NEW-U is a coalition of over 60 organizations that 

among others observe electoral activities across the 

country. Some of the organizations include Uganda 

Women Network, UNNGOF and Women’s 

Democracy Network among others. The coalition 

was launched on September 10th, 2020 a few days 

after the release of the results from their observation  

of the chaotic National Resistance Movement –NRM 

primaries, which were marred with a number of 

irregularities. 

https://fb.watch/1IHncTF_Hi/
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On the 12th of November 2020, Center for constitutional 

governance hosted a webinar and facebook live on the civic 

space issues relating to the proposed ban of the new coalition 

NEW-U.  We had a total number of 723 tweet on the subject, 

1200 views on Facebook and 53 participants on zoom. 

The engagement was on CCG Webinar, twitter and streamed 

live on Facebook. A copy of the video can be found using the 

following link below: 

https://www.facebook.com/CCGEA/videos/963890770805544/ 

with over 117 shares and 1.2K views on Facebook. 

The panellists for the engagement were Xavier Ejoyi, Robert 

Ssempala, PhinaMugerwa and Sarah Bireete. It was moderated 

by Canary Mugume. Hon. Winnie Kizza network failed to 

connect. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CCGEA/videos/963890770805544/
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 Press conferences on emerging civic space issues in Uganda  

UCC on 7th September 2020 issued a Public Notice reminding online 

date communication and broadcasters including blogger, online 

televisions online radio online newspaper audio over IP-internet 

protocol TV, Video on demand, Digital Audio Radio and Television, 

Internet /Web audio and Television to obtain authorization from UCC 

before providing such services to the public by 5th October 2020. 

After this we responded with a press conference at Center for 

Constitutional Governance headquarters on Sunday 13th September 

2020 at 10:00 am with a press conference with some of the issues: 

That UCC’s act of issuing such a notice three months to a scientific 

campaign for the national general elections, will deter many aspiring 

candidates from using online media space to share information with 

their would be electorates. In the end it will prevent citizens from access 

useful information that informs their choice on who to vote and thus 

prevent them from enjoying their right to vote.  That UCC’s notice for seeking authorization, confirms fears that legislation such as 

the Communications Act 2013 the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2002 and its subsequent incarnations, the Regulation of Interception of 

Communications Act of 2010, the Computer Misuse Act of 2011, the Public Order Management Act of 2013, the Anti-Money 

Laundering Act of 2013, the Anti-Pornography Act of 2014 and the Nongovernmental Organizations Act of 2016 serves to confirm 

our suspicions. Such action by regulators undermine efforts to foster positive mutual and constructive relations between the regulator 

and those they regulate as required in the state and citizens relationship 
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 The National Bureau for Non-

Governmental Organizations ( NGO 

Bureau) under the Ministry of Internal 

Affairs,  on October 29th 2020 issued a 

statement where among others strongly 

cautioned Non-Governmental Organizations 

(NGOs). The NGOs that were cautioned 

include those that are registered with the 

NGO Bureau and don’t appear in the 

Uganda National NGO Register (UNNR); 

those operating loose coalitions and 

continue to operate without legalizing their 

status; those registered with the NGO 

Bureau and  host organizations that have 

“not legalized their status, “since such 

arrangements are illegal”; the bureau also 

called upon stakeholders to avoid any 

engagements with organizations that have 

not legalized their status under the laws of Uganda. 
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 Incident Application: 

Developed a digital App online tool for rapid response, timely reporting with geo reference 

responsive to shrinking civic space incidences 

A HUMAN RIGHTS TRACKING APP for iPhone, android and “katorch” users that will 

work both online and offline; for timely reporting and response to mitigate the escalating 

human rights abuses. You can report via filing in this template 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.incident.management.incident_manage

ment_app4&hl=en_IN&gl=US 

 

 

 

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.incident.management.incident_management_app4&hl=en_IN&gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.incident.management.incident_management_app4&hl=en_IN&gl=US
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Human rights defenders attending the training for human rights activists at Collin 
hotel 

 

 

Andrew Gole explaining the necessity for cyber security  

 

The training took place from the 1st – 3rd November 2020 at Colline Hotel in Mukono, for young activists and Human Rights Activists. 

Facilitated by; Sarah Bireete: Executive Director, Center for Constitutional Governance- CCG, Norman Tumuhimbise: Executive 

Director, The Alternative, Job Kiija: Director, Innovations for Democratic Engagement and Action (U) Limited-IDEA, 

ScoviaArinaitwe:  Director, Rising Women Uganda,Andrew Gole: Encrypt Uganda. 
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Training for Performing artists held from 15th- 17th 

November 2020 at Coline Hotel-Mukono 

Https://Fb.Watch/25ftvk_Qmz/ 

The workshop provided an avenue for participants to 

learn about the different law that directly affects the 

industry, have discussions about injustices that are 

being imposed on to the industry and the challenges 

that are being faced. It also made raft of suggestions 

that the creative industry should implement if the civic 

space is to be more free for artists to freely express 

themselves. 

Facilitators at the conference included; Professor 

Anthony C.K. Kakooza, SylverKyagulanyi, the 

Copyright Institute of Uganda Executive Director, 

Veteran artist Richard Kaweesa, Geoffrey Ekongot,    Sam Gombya, Sophie Gombya and Sarah Bireete, the Centre for Constitution 

Governance (CCG) Executive Director. 

 

 

 

https://fb.watch/25ftvk_Qmz/
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Comedian Alex Muhangi pausing with other trainees                             Veteran artist Richard Kaweesa 

at the workshop                                              
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Videos on civic space incidences                                                                                                                                  

 Sarah Bireete – Importance of Civic Space in 

Uganda 

https://youtu.be/2Bb7W97hiV0 

 

Sarah explains the struggles that CSOs and human rights defenders go through in keeping civic space open to society and safe for 

future generations. 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/2Bb7W97hiV0
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Maria Nnatabi Ledochowska – Your vote is your Power 

https://youtu.be/-y6Fghwm2yo 

This activist and NUP candidate explains the gruesomeness of the incumbent 

especially to the opposition during elections 

 

 

 Ssebagalaa Steven – Tuli mu Struggle 

https://youtu.be/t1IWQyuVWtU 

Tuli mu struggle video as part of the street talk segment getting the day to day 

of a youth in Uganda 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/-y6Fghwm2yo
https://youtu.be/t1IWQyuVWtU
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 Rebecca Karagwa – The youth vs 2021 Elections 

https://youtu.be/1BeOgW3oh2A 

Rebecca Karagwa a young human rights defender speaking on why the 

youth need civic space 

 

 

 

                                                                                                         

Sophie Kyagulanyi – Is journalism a form of Activism? 

https://youtu.be/sNviciVrR2s 

Sophie Kyagulani speaking on the right to activism and why activism is 

needed 

     

                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

https://youtu.be/1BeOgW3oh2A
https://youtu.be/sNviciVrR2s

